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very mysterious way the fire had concealed
itself. Pour the water on whatever quarter
we might, no answering hiss rejoiced our
hearts. We were driven to conclude that the
thing, as the result of sheer pusillanimity, had
gone out, leaving the drenched and disfigured
rescuers in possession of the stricken field.
Such interruptions as these did not inter-
fere with the progress of the painting. By
the morning of the 28th all was ready, and
the children were introduced to their setting.
Here, however, a slight hitch occurred. The
smaller ones screamed helplessly at the sight
of their projected background. It was,
therefore, in the long run decided to have
plain canvas, unpainted. This, however,
only confirmed the artists in their previous
opinion that the scenery must be treated
independently of the play. And, in any
case, Gerard had contrived to introduce a
new flower-scheme with which he would
still further be able to complicate the design
of the carpet.
The carpet was being woven in Vale
Avenue by shifts from the Slade School. Its
pattern was that of a basket of roses scattered
over the ground. Gerard, cruellest of task-
masters, flogged on his volunteers to a frenzy
of activity. It was certainly begun in 1912;
it was calculated that at the existing rate of
progress it would be finished certainly by
1950. Gerard returned with renewed energy